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- He said he could help the Government
- capture Edwin P, Wilson, a former

. Libya and the American Government
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mmberofcmrges,includmgmemegal
- shipment of explosives toLibyaand

"and thought he éould lyre him out of
. Libya so that the Federal authorities
. Wilson was arrested by Federal agents

- New Yotk City after being snared in a
' trap set by thie Justice Department and

,J!

ey .
WASH!NGTON J‘zme 28— Last July,
Ernest R. Keiser, an urbane New York
businessmon with mysterious intelli-
#ence contections, approached the Jus-

American intelligence-agent accused of

{ilegaliy aiding Libyan terrorists.
At the time, Mr. Wilson was Hving in

seerned powerless to bring him back to
the United States to stand trial on a

conspiracy to comumit murder.
Mr. Kelser daid he knew Mr. Wilson

vould arrest him.
Nearly a.year later, on Jum 15, Mr.

at-Kennedy International Airport in

Mr: Keiser. He was arraigned in Fed.
era!DismctCourthereonJunelsand‘
1 currently being held in the Washing-
ton area with bail set at $20 million.
stcapturemtheﬁnalactinanm-

WWTAUBW
" Spocial T New York Timkes:

‘way his client was captured.

ternational drama that began last July,

Plyed cut on three continents, with

doeens of participants, many uawit-
tingly involved, the effort to avorehend

daxmmmwmxedbythe

Justice Department, according to de-
partment officials, Mr, Wilson’s attor-

xzeyhaswmmdﬂwlegamyofme

Because of the clandestine namveof‘
the efiort and the involvement of sev- '
eral individuals whose credibility is

" | questionable, g définitive account can-
"ot yet be pieced tagether. Several key

perticipants, inciuding the Federal
Coutimued on Page 14, Coimui1
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‘provecutars whe supervised the effort,

, bavedeciinad to discusa the matter.

X on ol events

is powsible, lxsed oa idtérviews with

By, Xeiscr, Govermmisnt' officiels and

' private individualy wio were involved

L1t

orhminuwimpaﬂpﬁl&a trap ghat
engnared Mr. Wilsor, What follows is
their accomnt of what happened.

The Government’s inftial efforts to
apprebend Mr. Wilson, which begsn
§oen after he was indicted in April 1080,
fovolvod the Issusnce of international
armegt warrants and preparation of the
grotndwork for extradition should he be
W. Mr. Wilsom, by the time
States, moving cperations
from Waan

to Europe and Libya,
In Auvgust 1980, My, Wil { e&d
15 in Malta o s y

§
incustod
for more than thres days, but he fled
shortly belose he weg to be turned over
tothe American authoritles. ~ <<~
The appearance of 'Mr,” Keiser last
10 by Justice Deparsoens seacic
ustice ent o 5.
Cu the ane hapd, they 'wére frustrated
Dy their inablity to capture Mr. Wilson
and were eager for Mr. Kelger's assist.
ence. On the other band, some officials
Questioned Mr. Kelesr's credibility and
warried about what he might want inre-
tum. He went to the Justics. Depart.
ment, according to Government offi-
clals, after first a ching the White
Ncuse, where officlals expressed little

Mr. Keiser, who jived i’ Mamaro-

o ltteckHJ . N.?'&lat the time, described him-
,, 36if 05 a real estate and construction en-
, frepreneur who spent 29 years in the

o

. while Mr, Wilson was w:

| Department officials
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Middls East handling & varfety of intel.

assignioents for the United|the

ligence
States and cther mlkz\s' , department
officials said. o

He told officials that ke et Mr. Wil
sonlnSouzhAmﬂminthemmf-iwo’s
or the
Central Intelligence Agency. He said he
and Mr. Wilson had collaborated on a
number of business deals.

Mr. Keiser said he decided to offer his
help to the Government after hearing
about published accounts of Mr, Wil-
son's alleged criminsl activities,

. Backgrouns Is Unclear

Much abeut Mr. Reiser's back-
ground, however, was unclear then,
gven to Justice Department officlals,
and remains 80. The exact nature of his
lnteuigengroi.e ng;k'l,\ for instence, g_a
m 8 A.A., according to Rea-
ga?tmnumﬂtmtim officials famillar
with the case, reported that Mr, Keiser
had never worked directly for the agen-
cy, but did not rule out the possibility

that he might have had en indirect as-
soclation. :

- Mr. Keiser, who appears to be in his|-
mid 5's, has

: light hair and g
jaunty ajr. © speaks fluent Englis
with a slight Germanic accem,nt:lu;‘ti he
sm;lnman mmmmmma grown
up in Argen attendad boarding
schoal in Chile,

Mr. Keiser's credibllity was such an
issue to some Federal officials that
when senior officials at the Federa! Bu-
reau of Investigation learned abaut his
offer to he;lg apprehend Mr. Wilson,
they declined to participate in the case
becauge; one senior bureau official
said, Mr. Keiser was consldered “un.
reliable.”

F.B.1L officials
ago Mr. Keiser proved to be an untrust.
worthy informant in another case. Mr.
Keisar's attorney, Eugene

M. Propper,
: sa!dmatthecharga“waaludicmm."‘ :

- Chennels of Communication

Déspite sericus misgivings, Justice

ded by last
August to work with Mr. Kelser. By late
August he had of com-
munication with Mr. Wilson and the
tugitive's associates in Li and Bu-
ropa. Dan Drake, an te of Mr.
Kelser, -traveled to Tunisla late last
summer o5 a meeting with several Wil-
son associates, to Govemn.
ment officials. ‘

Mr. Keiser's strategy, worked out
with Justice Department officials, was
to lure Mr. Wilson out of Libya by sev-
eral means. One was to create lucrati-

'veg business deals that would roquire

hig presence eisewhere. A second was
mce him t!;a sexior Asnerican

security officialy were inter-
ested in intaliigence: information he
thight.bave aboui Lihya and the Middle
Eastind would con er urging the Jus.
o be lenfent in bis

gaid that some years|

to the idea of leaving Libya because of
spartan living conditions there,

For Mr. Keiser, officials said, the Loy
was geining ‘Mr. Wilson's tyust, Tho
turning point came in January, when
Mr. Keiser made two trips to Libya to
see Mr, Wilson, The groundwork for the
visits had been lald by Mr. Draka and
by a series of preliminary business dis. .
cussions on the telephone between Mr,

Wilson and Mr. Keiser. . !

The primary deal discussed in these
meetings, according to sources familiar
with them, was the deveiopment of 2,000
acres Mr. Keiser said he owned in Flor-
ida. The land, 12 miles from Disney
World, near Orlands, is considered
prime development property, accord-
ing to area real estate dealers.

The land is held by a company callad
Meadowoed Associates Inc., a Florida
corporetion that Mr. Keiser claimed to
own. In fact, he had only an option to
buy the company at the time. The op-
tion expired in May before Mr. Kelssy
could raise h money, according to
Joseph L. Sharit Jr., the vice prest
of Meadowood.

Mr. Kelser somehow managed to dis.
guise this deception from Mr. Wiison,
who gave him $300,000 as an iyyestment
in the property. '

In the January meetings in leyaﬁ:-
cording to Government officials, Mr.
Wilson ais0 expressed a s interest
in pursuing suggestions that Mr. Kelser
had made about finding a safe haven
somewhere in South America or the
Caribbean. As time passed, this hope
became the major inducement for Mr.

Wilso%: to leave Libya.
Fals? Irish Pagsport
Before Mr. Keiser left Lidbya, Mr.
Wilson gave him an Irish to

use for visa applications and other
travel documents that would be re-|
quired if Mr. Wilson needed to ma%e a
trip. The false pasyport identified Mr.
Wilson as “Philip McCormick. "
Coincidentally, several months be-
fore, an associate of Mr. Wilson's tn
mm took thg2 same bogus paslsp?n
fie American Embassy to apply for
visa to enter the United States. The
. There are confli

can Embessy knew it was Mr. Wilson'
pasmntmd notified the Justica Dd’
partment. .

Not long after his return from Liby
Mr. Keiser a Waghington ofily
at 1018 22nd Street, M.W., a town b
owned by M:;&Iaﬂs% % move
tangible pioo! t Mr. 500 tris
Mr. Kedser., It also served as a sym)
of credibliity for Mr. Kelser as ho
panded his connections into Mr.
son’s business circles.

Mr. Kelser's landlord in Mams
neck, Dy. Burt Ball, sald that his ta
moved on‘t’ t;‘nozgdmly in March,

W t leaving a forwy
m. His dwﬁmtlg turned
e&n. Va.. a Wﬂﬂhiﬂgm o
00020036-2
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ing his new neighbors that he was in the
real estate business,

Offer of Sanctuary
By late March, Mr. Keiser hat con-
| vinced Mr. Wilson that he would find
safe haven in the Dominican Republic,
| to Justice Department ofti-
cials. the help of his own bust-
ness and intelligence connecuons in the
Dominican Republic, Mr. Keiser was
mmuy able to construct a credible
of sanctuary that withstood at
lmtmaeﬂoa‘tbyMr Wilson to check
auﬂmw:ny It could not be con-
.ﬂn‘ned ther the Dominican Govern-

cmmwd
Satis!*m with tho p!an and eager to}
Jeave Tripoli, Mr. Wilson instructed
"Ny, Keiser to get the necazsary travel!
&ocuments. Mr. Kelser ontained a Do-
thinican visa tssuaduin the name of

In late Viay, Nir., Wison ingicated ke
wa3 ready to move. Another Dominican
visa was obtained, and plane reserva-
tions were made. On Sunday, Juoe 13,
Mr Wilson flew #rom Libya to Zurich.

After his arrival in the early evening,
)m met with Mr, Kefser, a lawyer from
Geneva and several other gssoclates,
never legving the imemational 2008 of
the Zurich airport.

Swiss Officials Alerted

The Swiss authorities, alorted about
‘his travel plans by the United Statss,
did not interfere with his movements.
Several United States marshais shad-
owed Mr. Wﬁmmhisz«l—buursmpwar
at ot!:xe alrport, :

N eyt fo & sanatep fight o
T &

Santa Domingo, the Dominican capital.

Whea Mr. ﬁ&m and Hr. Keiser ar-

rived before dawn on Tuesdzy, the Do-

prod.
Jjems, howevor, delayed M. Wilson's

fninican authorities, also alerted by the

Mouday sventog, uccampmied by PO

antil
minutes before a Dominicana Airunes

nonstop flight for New York wes sched.
uled to depart.

After-advising Mr. Wilson his pass-

rt was invalid, the authorities put

im aboard the plane to New York. The
marshais, who had traveled the same
route from Zurich, arrested Mr, Wilson
when the plane landed at Kennedy.

Forty-five minutes after Mr. Wilson
left Santa Domingo, Kelser cav
American Airlines ﬂlm Sito M

Mr. Wilson’s attornsy, Joim A. Kiaats
has said he believes the Government
may have improperly apprebended hiz
cnent, and he apparently intends to

begin his defense by challengtog the

rietyofthetrap, ¢

Clearly, normal extradition
dures were not followed, but Su-
preme Court, in two cases, Hea ruled
that while a defendant must recedve due
process in the United States, dours

need not sddress how & fugitive tame
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